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The Icelandic fisheries model

« Focus on sustainable utilization and economically efficient
Industry.

« Largely successful; always room for improvement.

« Have no other choice but to focus on long term interests -
responsible fisheries.



Driving factors in fisheries management development

Fishing zones - The 200 miles fishing zone in 1976
State of the ﬁshing stocks - Decline of foreign catches in Icelandic
waters

Limitations on fishing

- Effort restrictions (number of days or by

Overfishing was apparent

The Minister of Fisheries decisions on allowable

type of gear) catches most often exceeded the scientifically
- Setting the total allowable catches (TAC) determined TAC
. Effort limitations prov n f
Economic factors ort limitations proved unsuccessful
, _ Declining stocks introduce the need for mandetory
- The generation of profits volume restrictions (second Black Report released

in 1983)
Iceland introduced a system of TAC in 1984

A comprehensive system of individual
transferrable quotas (ITQs) was introduced
with the Fisheries Act in 1990.



Regulations and area closings in Iceland
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Around 70% of catch value from local stocks

MANAGED LOCALLY SHARED STOCKS

- Cod - Greenland halibut

- Haddock - Capelin

- Saithe - Atlanto-Scandian herring
- Herring - Blue whiting

- Capelin - Mackerel

- Ling - Redfish (international)
- Tusk

- Blue ling

- Silver smelt

- Redfish

- Shrimp



Legal foundation for
fisheries management



The administration of the fisheries management system

Government of Iceland
................ Ministry of Food,
Agriculture and Fisheries

o FISKISTOFA

Directorate of fisheries

Ports of
landing

Flow of information



Article 1 of Act no. 116/2006
states:

,The stocks of Icelandic waters are the
common property of the Icelandic nation.
The purpose of this Act is to promote their
protection and efficient utilization, thereby
ensuring solid employment and settlement
in the country. The allocation of fishing rights
under this Act does not constitute a right of
ownership or irrevocable control of individual
parties over fishing rights.”



The main laws and regulations of the Icelandic
fisheries management system

Main Acts Act no. 116/2006,
on fisheries management (allocation, fishing permit, assignment)

Act no. 57/1996, Act no. 79/1997 Act no. 151/1996,
about conduct of marine resources | about fishing in Iceland’s  on fishing outside the jurisdiction of Iceland
exclusive fishing zone
(Discarding, weighing, monitoring) W (Fishing gear, catches etc.) (Allocation, joint stocks, monitoring)

Regulations Regulation Regulation
on commercial fishing on weighing marine catch
(detailed description of weighing

(allocation, fishing permit, assignment) and registration of catch)



Around 70% of catch value from local stocks

MANAGED LOCALLY SHARED STOCKS

- Cod - Greenland halibut

- Haddock - Capelin

- Saithe - Atlanto-Scandian herring
- Herring - Blue whiting

- Capelin - Mackerel

- Ling - Redfish (international)
- Tusk

- Blue ling

- Silver smelt

- Redfish

- Shrimp



What legislation
and catching
regulations
applies to
Calanus
finmarchicus
(Raudata)



Act no. 116/2006 Article 4

No one may pursue commercial fishing in Icelandic waters without having a general
fishing permit.

= General fishing permits are of two types, i.e. a general fishing permit with a catch
quota and a general fishing permit with a hook-and-line catch quota.

= Avessel may only hold one type of fishing permit each fishing year.

= A commercial fishing permit shall be cancelled if a fishing vessel has not been
fishing commercially for 12 months.

= Afishing permit shall also be cancelled if a fishing vessel is removed from the
registry of the Icelandic Maritime Administration or if its owners or operators do
not satisfy the conditions of the second sentence of Article 5.



Act no. 116/2006 Article 6

= Leisure fishing for personal consumption is authorised without special permit.
= Such fishing may only be pursued with handline without automatic jigger.

= Any catch obtained under the authorisation of this paragraph may not be sold nor
used for financial gain by any other means.



Act no. 79/1997 Article 1

= The purpose of this Act is to encourage the flourishing and efficient utilisation of
commercial stocks within Iceland's exclusive fishing zone and thus ensure secure
employment and settlement in the country.



Act no. 79/1997 Article 2

= Article 2 For the purposes of this Act, commercial stocks shall include all those
marine animals, as well as marine vegetation, which are presently utilised or
may eventually be utilised within Iceland's exclusive fishing zone and are not
covered by specific legislation.

= |celand's exclusive fishing zone includes the ocean area extending from the
lowwater line to the outer limits of Iceland's exclusive economic zone (EEZ) as
defined by Act No.41, of 1 June 1979, concerning the Icelandic territorial sea,
exclusive economic zone and continental shelf.



Act no. 79/1997 Article 13

The Minister may, upon receiving the opinion of the Marine Research Institute, grant temporary
permission for fishing experiments and other scientific research within Iceland's exclusive
fishing zone; such permission shall not necessarily be restricted to Icelandic parties.

Such experiments or research must, as a rule, be carried out under the supervision of the
Marine Freshwater Research Institute, the Icelandic Coast Guard, or the Directorate of Fisheries.

Should it not prove practicable to have a special inspector aboard a vessel granted permission
in accordance with this Article, the permission shall be granted upon the condition that the
Marine Research Institute receive detailed information on the results of the experiments or
research.

A decision may be taken to have the license holder pay all costs accruing of the placement of
an inspector aboard a vessel in accordance with this Article.



Temporary
permission for
fishing
experiments
application
concerning
Calanus
finmarchicus
(Raudata)



The application process

= The Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Fisheries receives a detailed application
concerning temporary permission for fishing experiments.

= The Ministry seeks the recommendation from the Marine Freshwater Research Institute.

= Upon receiving the recommendation the Ministry evaluates if the legal conditions are
In place to grant a temporary license.

= License granted with conditions.



Llcense conditions

License holder (vessel)
= Duration (time).
= Possibilities for extension.

= Catch requirement conditions in line with regulation no. 307/2023 on catch recording
and reporting.

= Reports to be sent to the Marine Freshwater Research Institute and the Ministry.
= Applicable catch area.

= Maximum allowable catch.

= Presence of an observer.

= Samples to be collected and sent to the Marine Freshwater Research Institute.

= Costs to be paid to cover the costs observers and other related costs.

= Possibilities to utilize catch (sell) to cover costs.

= License not applicable to catch performance.



Q&A



